
FUNERAL OF THE REV. A. CHALMERS 

CREMATION INTERMENT AT FETTERANGUS 

In Fetterangus Churchyard yesterday the interment took place of the cremated remains of the Rev. 

Andrew Chalmers, Wakefield. Mr Chalmers, who was born at Hythie, Fetterangus, in 1840, had an 

outstanding career in the service of the Unitarian Church, in which he was recognised as a leader. Apart 

from his ministerial work, Mr Chalmers was also well known as an authoritative and facile writer on 

different subjects, notably travel. He was also gifted as a lyrist, and was the author of several fine hymns 

which are known and appreciated by a wide circle. A sad coincidence in connection with the funeral 

was that Mr Chalmers was buried on the anniversary of his seventy second birthday.  

In accordance with his own desire, his remains were cremated and enclosed in a marble casket, made 

in the Egyptian style, while also carrying out his own wish the casket was interred in Fetterangus 

Churchyard. The services were conducted by the Rev. Alexander Webster, Aberdeen, and the obsequies 
were attended by a large gathering of friends in the Buchan district. 

The first of the services was held in the Chalmers Institute, founded largely owing to the generosity of 

the deceased minister. 

The chief mourners were – Mr Thomas Marriot Chalmers, barrister, St Johns Mount, Wakefield (son); 

Mr and Mrs James Troup, Hythie, of whom Mr Chalmers was a nephew, and the Misses Minnie and 

Lizzie Gall (nieces), Representatives of the council of Buchan Club, of which Mr Chalmers was a  past 

president, were Dr Trail, Fraserburgh; the Rev Dr Forest, Lonmay;  Dr Middleton, Peterhead, the hon 

secretary; and Mr A Clark Martin, Peterhead, the hon treasurer. Other mourners included Mrs Webster, 

Aberdeen, Miss C Phillips, Aberdeen; the Rev Andrew Watt, St Fergus; the Rev John Skinner, 

Stuartfield; the Rev James Hamilton, Glenavon, Saskatchewan; and Messrs J C Rennie, Milladen; W 

Keith, West Knock; John Milne, Aberdeen; John Smith, Nether Cabra; T W Fairweather, Mintlaw 

Station, William Scorgie, William Eddie, Alexander Johnston, William Bruce, James Sangster, A 

Thompson, James Elrick, Peter Buchan, Ferguson Rennie, James Clyne, William Scott, William Moir, 
George Henderson, and John McDonald, Fetterangus; and Robert Gall, Home Farm, Kininmonth. 

THE SERVICE 

In the Institute, Mr Webster read passages from the Bible, the Books of the Apocrypha and the 

Egyptian Book of the Dead. In his address, he said that Mr Chalmers had travelled into many 

countries with keenly observant eyes, noting well the social, political and religious conditions of the 

people. In their own tongue he had spoken to foreign people, and after acquaintance with them had 

written lucidly of their manners and aspirations. 

In thought he had also journeyed far. He had interested himself in science and art, in ethics and 

philosophy, and had read and reflected deeply. He had been always on the side of intellectual freedom 

and alert to know and advance. To him the Church, “lofty as is the love of God, and ample as the 

wants of man,” had been a true Church. He had never signed a creed, but had preached sincerely the 

gospel of Universal Fatherhood in the spirit of Jesus. His mind had been many-sided; he had been a 

keen student of ancient ecclesiastical procedure, and had been fond of tracing the lines of monkish 

building, and reading the records of a bishopric. He had interpreted the meaning of strange temples, 

and had absorbed the romance of an enthusiastic age. He had an eye for architectural fitness and 

beauty, and there had been poetry in his soul. He had composed hymns which evidenced devout 

feeling, fine literary power and the skill of the lyrist. No man had been more sympathetic than he over 

poverty and pain. Many in distress had had proofs of his quiet, wise generosity, and had given 

unselfish service in a wide circle.   

He had been gentle with it all, and his public benefactions had been unostentatious. He had been an 

example of what intelligent and determined vigour could do when well applied, and of the force there 

was in strong character animated by rational religion. Starting life with an urgent native resolution, he 

had absorbed culture, and had made himself master of many subjects. He had had the grace of rich 



humour, and the tact of a wide experience of men and an understanding of historic movements. As an 

Ambassador of a great Government he would have shone, for he had knowledge, wit and dignity. 

Indeed in any situation requiring intellectual ability, ready sympathy and skill of administration he 

would have been fit. He had been patient in the ministry of a small denomination, though it had hardly 

given him the opportunity for which he had been most capable. He had encountered many difficulties, 

endured much sorrows, but up till the last, he had wrought with pride and compassionate outlook. His 

greatest pleasure had been the high academic career of his son, his only child, who was ta worthy son 

of a worthy sire, and whom he ( Mr Webster) had no doubt would take a filial interest in all his 

father’s benefactions in that village. After an interval of more than seventy years, full of high spirited 

life, they had brought to their native soil the ashes of thet honourable man. No worthier manhood had 

ever sprung from that ground or had found a resting place in it. 

In the hands of the chief mourner, the casket was then borne reverently from the Institute towards the 

little churchyard nesting in a hollow to the west of the village. At the graveside Mr Webster 

conducted a short but impressive committal service. The urn was then placed in a specially prepared 
cavity in the grave which was afterwards hermetically sealed. 

[Taken from “Aberdeen Daily Journal” Friday, August 2,1912] 

 

  


